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 Reflect: 
     Spend some quiet time reflecting on spiritual darkness ~ another form of Godôs inviting presence.  
     Holy darkness removes all distractions that may impair insight into Divine Mystery. 
 

  
Readings    https://bible.usccb.org/ 

Morning Church! 
 

The people who walked in darkness, have seen a great light. 
Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom, a light has shown. 

 

As you listen to the prophet Isaiah, you may think youôre back to Christmas. Isaiah served as Godôs prophet for 
about 40 years. He came to address many situations that affected the Israelites. As Godôs prophet, he witnessed 
and spoke of Godôs  unconditional love for the Israelites, even when they were unfaithful and obstinate.   
 
Isaiah, the oracle of God, served when Ahaz reigned as King of Judah. The king faced great pressure from the 
Syrians to join them in fighting Assyria. When Ahaz refused, the Syrian leaders turned on Ahaz. They invaded 
Judah and expelled the Israelites from their land. This is really a dark time in Judahôs  history, reinforced by their 
repeated pattern: Israel sins. God punishes. Israel repents. God forgives. Isaiah understands his role. He is to 
speak for God, to offer the Isrealites hope:  
 

The people who walk in the darkness of oppression and exile will one day see the light of freedom.   
 

Continue reading to Is. 9:6: ñFor a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. 
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.ò  

The Light they hoped for came! 
  
When you experience spiritual darkness, like the Isrealites did, it may prevent you from seeing Christôs Way. 
When this happens, pray for light, guidance, and encouragement to see Jesus and respond to his call.  
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In todayôs gospel we witness Jesus encountering people doing their ordinary everyday tasks. These men are fully 
immersed on the demands of the day. As Jesus walks the shoreline he stops by Peter and his brother, Andrew. 
They are mending and preparing their nets for the next dayôs work when A Stranger approaches them. 
 
In this mysterious moment of grace, The Stranger asks them to come and follow him. They stopped immediately, 
leave their to followed Jesus! No questions asked! Then, Jesus sees two more fisher-folk, James and John. They 
are helping their father mend their nets. Jesus extends the same invitation to them. Once, again, the brothers drop 
their nets and follow Jesus. No questions asked.  
 

In an extraordinary moment of their lives, all four brothers leave the comfort of their routine, the job they do best, 
and the invaluable equipment needed to support their families. They leave their families behind, too!  
 

These four fishers literally saw The Light in the dull darkness of their daily drills. Seeing Jesus graced them with 
new insight, to see with spiritual eyes and to trust The One they see, The One who invites them follow him.  
 
 

Jesus extends the same invitation to you every day. Jesus says, ñCome. Be fishers in my Name.  
Set aside the nets of your comfort and routine; and the uncertainty of your spiritual darkness.  

Follow me. No questions asked. 
  

             God-with-us blessings, 
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