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Worship Times
Saturday Vigil Mass, 4:00p Sunday Mass 9:00a
Sunday Mass 11:15a; En espaiiol, 1:00p Communion Service Tuesdays, 12:15p
Daily Mass, Holy Days Consult bulletin Holy Days 7:00p
Sacrament of Reconciliation Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays, 3:00-4:00p By appointment

Welcome, New Parishioners

We are a Stewardship Community, sharing our time, talent, and treasure, in the most life-giving ways possible.
Parishioners are expected to participate in weekly worship, in our community life, and in our service among our dear neighbors.

Sacramental Life ~ Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Matrimony

For Sacrament preparation, you must be a registered, active member and attend preparation sessions.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

For those who desire to explore the Catholic Faith, spirituality, customs, and practices.

Anointing of the Sick

For those with chronic illness or who are pre-surgery, contact Father John or Sister Janis

Feast of the Epiphany
January 7, 2023



2024 Year of Grace

Morning Church!

I don’t know about you, but I be-
lieve we can get this right. We
need to get this right, once and for
all. The most meaningful present
we can give another is presence.
The quality and sincerity of our
presence is more enduring, more
life-giving than any purchased gift
~ no matter how phenomenal it
looks.

We need to get this right ~ a life-
style where a commercialized
Christmas is replaced with a last-
ing, consequential expression of
unconditional love. For some gift
givers fall way short of the pres-
ence and are merely “seasonal”
givers.

The Magi did not attach strings or
conditions, nor did they give their
gold, frankincense, and myrrh
with mixed motives. They got it
right. Unlike them, our gift-giving
can be tainted by control and un-
realistic expectations.

Presence is other-centered.
We all remember our graced
encounters of presence.
Being Presence is more costly
than a present you buy, wrap,
and give to the receiver.
Presence is the almsgiving
of the heart,
it’s the unexpected grace
that never expects a reward.

Presence or Presents?

Staying present, despite our
own flaws and limits,

1s an intentional, selfless choice.

Presence is sacrificial.

It requires an attentiveness
to others and being empathetic
and compassionate with them.

It’s much more than
giving things,
it’s giving your very self.

Presence is light.
Presence is God-With-Us
purposely and abundantly

shared with those close
to us and our Dear Neighbors
all around us.

The Light of Presence radiating
from within us is evidenced
in our goodness, generosity,

and is beyond price.

Presence is becoming a star.
Our presence can serve
and guide as visible grace
to the Divine.

Presence can lead others
of the darkness of depression,
grief, hopelessness,
brokenness and illness
of every kind,
to The Light of the World.

Feast of the Epiphany January 7, 2024

The Epiphany, “Little Christmas”,
is no sentimental Christmas tale.
It is the very Word of God.

This feast’s gospel calls us to be
Wise, to be Presence, to be Stars
whose lives give witness to deep
faith in The Light of the World.
Look for and pay attention to all
the signs Christ gives as we con-
tinue our faithjourneys. We need
to get this right, right now.

Blessings
in this New Year of Grace, 2024!
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For Those Who Have Far to Travel: An Epiphany Blessing ~ Jan Richardson

If you could see
the journey whole,
you might never
undertake it,
might never dare
the first step

that propels you
from the place
you have known
toward the place
you know not.

Call it

one of the mercies
of the road:

that we see it
only by stages

as it opens

before us,

as it comes into
our keeping,
step by

single step.

There is nothing
for it

but to go,

and by our going
take the vows
the pilgrim takes:

to be faithful to

the next step;

to rely on more

than the map;

to heed the signposts
of intuition and dream;
to follow the star

that only you

will recognize;

to keep an open eye
for the wonders that
attend the path;

to press on

beyond distractions,
beyond fatigue,
beyond what would
tempt you

from the way.

There are vows

that only you

will know:

the secret promises

for your particular path
and the new ones

you will need to make
when the road

is revealed

by turns

you could not
have foreseen.

Keep them, break them,
make them again;

each promise becomes
part of the path,

each choice creates

the road

that will take you

to the place

where at last

you will kneel

to offer the gift

most needed—

the gift that only you
can give—

before turning to go
home by

another way.
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Pape Francis New Year's 0@ Meﬂ@e on Women:

Darkness cannot drive out darkness;

only LIGHT can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; Every society needs to accept
only LOVE can do that. the gift that is woman, every woman:

to respect, defend and esteem women,
in the knowledge that whosoever harms

~ Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

a single woman profanes God,
€ HEARTwork who was ‘born of a woman'...
~ Reflecting and Acting on The Word ~

Identify ways you will be a life-giving presence in 2024? Pope Francis defense of women comes at a time

in Italy when violence against women

Readings https://bible.usccb.org/ is increasing, and several brutal femicides

have sparked outrage across that nation.
...Jacquie Darcey, who'll lead our parish

Wé’;‘é women in a Lenten Prayer this Good Friday, He closely follows situations of war,

jad called, “Women of Jerusalem”... in which women have suffered: more than
...to John Darcey for coaching me in a new 63500 women have already bgen killed

tech skill: fillable response forms ~ whoo-hoo!...to the Ladies in the Israeli bombardment in Gaza,

while others were killed or suffered violence
in the Hamas attack on Oct. 7,
and in the wars being waged in Ukraine,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
South Sudan, and other places.

Guild, Faith Formation parents and all who made our annual
Epiphany dinner a wonderful parish gathering...and to all
whose generosity continues to build on our parish spirit of hos-
pitality and generous service...

God’s blessing you for this and so much more.



Everyone is invited and welcome?!

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Community Worship Service

Sunday, January 14, 2024 - 3:00 PM
Union Grove Baptist Church

6768 Old 60
Roaring River, North Carolina

“Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream” ~ Amos 5:24
This worship service is sponsored and led by CommUNITY Connections,

a group of Elkin and Jonesville clergy who are seeking
to dismantle racism one relationship at a time
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Joyful Reflection Questions

Thank you, LORD, for a good, full year. One of memories and laughter and tears.

Stamp in our minds memories of Your faithfulness that we will pass down

to generations to come and carry with us into eternity.

Keep us close to You — in the deep rivers of the Holy Spirit — as we joyfully reflect. Amen.

1.

Who is someone you’d like to say “thank you” to —
for making this year easier/happier/ lovelier?

How did you see the LORD’s goodness in your life this year?
What did the LORD prune off of you this year?

Winter — What was one of your favorite things?
How did you see the LORD’s faithfulness?

Spring - What was one of your favorite things?
How did you see the LORD’s faithfulness?

Summer — What was one of your favorite things?
How did you see the LORD’s faithfulness?

Fall - What was one of your favorite things?
How did you see the LORD'’s faithfulness?
What's one way you could draw nearer to God in 2024?

LORD, you are so good to us.
Thank You for our years — we are so full of hope for the things to come.

~ Painting. Prayers, and Joyful Reflection Questions
by my friend, Caroline Hand
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Answers to Cross-Word: Across: 4.myrrh 6.to 8.East 9.star 11.find 14.secretly
15.king 16.gold 18.Bethlehem Down: 1.frankincense 2.Jesus 3.at 4. Mary 5.Herod
7.overjoyed 10.they 12.as 13.its 17.lie

"SI O 219ym
JIoyewW OU SNSaf
0} 1599 AJ9A INO
9AI3 P[NOYS oM ‘Uow
9SIM oY) 9YI'] "2UIS AJIATJRU I[N B
1e Aexd nok usym pamouoy st of -ojdoad 1ood pue sjdoad

Areurpio d[ay noA uaym 2101 st snsaf “saoe[d jo sjios

[[e Ul poo) INOUOY UL dM Jer]) Sh [O8o) UO SSIM Y

"S9INSea) JI9Y) WIH 9ALS pue WIH 0} UMOP pamoq A3y
0s ‘sem Aqegq 9y} OyA\ Mauy [[Us Koy} Ing ARy “Ioyjow
STH Isnf y)im 9snoy e ur ‘umo} S[)I] & Ul WIF punoy
A9y ], jSjueAIoS pue SOUOLI )M ‘ooefed oY) Ul woTesnIof
ur JoN ¢3ury] Aqeq 9y} puIj usw IsAY} PIP SIYM
“WIY 0} 2AI3 0)
sainsear) Jsaq 1oy Surduriq
‘Sury] mau oY) puly 0} A1UNOd
siey SSoIoe Syoom Auewl
I0J po[[oAeI) A3y, "Snsof
Aqeg diysiom pue purj o} swred
1seH Y} JO ‘UdW ISIM JO ISR\
oy uayM st yorym ‘Aueydidyg ayp
JO 1sB3J 2y} eI oM AepO].

N

snsof” ﬂ__r_m.\_O>> O] 2O _WNE Urtl



“snsaf Aqe
3 0} pajuem ( mvl.E "NIYQTIHD Y¥IFHL OL HLIv4 IHL HOV3L OL SINO LSYId IHL 38
I 01 peyuem (P QTNOM AIHL IVHL MINX FHS ISNVIIE SHIHLOW IHL OL HLIVA
3ury] 2ouls ‘peol 1oyjoue £q JHL 1HONVL FHS wANOT0D JFHL 40 ¥IHLOW IHL. ¥IH AITIVD
owoy o3 (ey]) AJHL 1VHL HONIN OS LNIWITLLIS MAN JHL 40 31d03d IHL
0} WOy} P[O} PUL WOy} A3d13H AvH 3HS "08 40 39V IHL 1V a3Id ILIYINDYVIN LNIVS
(e9)  poreadde [o8ue ue YU :
— o “IVAOYddV §
(pe) g “(ep) P e
(PD (®91) Jo sy18 aoyy NIAIO SYM |
SwiAS ‘oSewoy wiy pip £oy) pue ‘(py) I1oyjow S
SIY YN sSns9 punoj Aay) uoym (pL) -¥OIYONOD
QIoM UOW O], ‘Sem Aqeg oY) 2I0YM Wiy [[9) s
pue Uy punoj pey A3y} S0U0 WIN}oI 0) USW dY) P[0} pue ¥ILIY WOM SNV
¥3H d3NIO A 3SIVY ANV AYYVIN OL VAYNYD
‘00) Sury] Aqeg 9y} Inouoy pue o.w 0} pajueM 9Y Jey) pres L CaNio! el s
pue (pL1) © P[0} poIoH Uy, "(e8[) HIHLO ANV ONNOA JHL LHONVL IHS

Ul UI0q 9q pnoMm Aqeg 33 jey) Wy} P[0} OYM ‘SOqLIOS
pue sysonxd oy} po[fed 9y ‘mouy jou pip pordH (pz1)

“IVIHLNOW MON
‘INIFWITLLIS MIAN

"uI0q 9q p[nom Suryy V 1V d13H OL ISV
Sl MOU S} QISYM MIUY I JI SVM 3HS NOOS
POISH (2ST) Jise
01 3uaM (POT) .
L 9 gl 11IN93Y TVAOY
ma e -LNNOW NO SSOYD " SIAOML 30 NIUATIHD
" 0] dwied A1) JHL QVH ANV T3dVHD ¥00d FHL LHONVL
" V ONIQTING HLIM AVHL NIWOM 40
W ISI “IMOIAES WIoq Q3d713H 3HS FYIHL dNO¥O V aaNIOl 3HS
-M9u oY) ([T)
. al 01 11 PaMO[[0J = A G - L K1INV SSY1D
pue ‘Suisu (pgy) L RRATAS IR ; Tldainy
W = e NI NIYQ1IH
18 (6) [eroads e AA1IML 40
ol ¢ B AY[S oY) UI MBS e _ HIXIS 3HL
, — - 1 SVM 3HS
(eg) oy} woxy | s R FONVYA
U 9SIM SUWIOS ‘UI0q a0 | | o w amey 3 ‘ﬁ ‘SIAOUL
ol sem (po) 40 3DIAY3S IHL 0L A3 1TVD NI 0291
1734 IHS NIHM AQVT ¥NO 40 % NI NYOd SYM
Jey]) auwi) 3Y) punory YNONOH NI NOISS3D04d V NI ! SAO3OYNOY
4= = L SYM 3HS '0Z SYM FHS NIHM g 31INOUYI
¢ z | i21zznd 2y; 40f sprom oy puyf
01 L1015 2y Uz sYyuv]q oy ui JjL.J cl A1 33&%\.

AN OM-550D ANNXHdId) SA0234M0g IJLIINSID ] JUIDS



We pray
for our sisters and brothers
in Maui, Morocco,
Middle East, (Oct. 7, 2023)

and Libya... and the 32 places
where war is being raged now.

Our Lady of Protection

Ukrainian Madonna

Ukrainian Catholics dedicate their country
FE.BR.UAR.Y 249 2022 to Our Lady of Protection,
interceding to Mary to wrap their country
22 months with her mantle of loving protection.

Our 9 ady of Protection,
pray for us!
Tri-C Almsgiving
Thank yew se much !! CARE for CREATION
RECYCLE INK CARTRIDGES

JAN Canned tomatoes, Spaghetti sauce LOBBY CONTAINERS
FEB Corn meal Thank qou!
MAR Small laundry soap

Do you know the number of
U.S. Mass shootings and
gun-related deaths
so far in 20237

WHEN IS
ENOUGH,
ENOUGH?

ITALIAN CHERR'
TOMATOES
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