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Morning Church!
Imagine being part of the 1st century, newlyforming Christian community. Put yourself
in a pair of these disciples’ dusty sandals.
In Jesus’ physical absence, it is up to you
to proclaim his gospel among nonbelieving foreigners and skeptic Jews
with no manual in hand. All you have or
need is follow The Way and the Spirit’s
lead.
That’s quite a ominous task, even for
those who knew Jesus firsthand. Paul and
Barnabas, lead by the Spirit, ventured to
Pisidia (Turkey) and Perga (Greece). There
they encountered hostility, even in Jewish
communities! What resilience and courage it
took to proclaim the reign of God! Barnabas, and
Paul, who transformed from a persecutor of Christians to a proclaimer of the gospel, seemed like exact
opposites. Together, they carried the heart of the gospel
into a world, like today, one constantly disfigured by
insurrections, illness, instability, and wars.
Lead by the Holy Spirit the disciples boldly carried out
Christ’s mission and ministry. The Way grew and expanded in new ways; the gospel reached beyond the
borders of their homeland ~ to the ends of the Earth!
Paul’s pastoral sense lead him to see that Gentiles are
to be welcomed into the Christian community without
becoming Jews first. A bold move ~ a loving move
Jesus would have made! Sounds like the best answer to
Mary Oliver’s question:
“What is it you plan to do with your one,
wild, and precious life?”
Today, Pope Francis canonized 10 people who shared
their precious lives for the sake of the gospel. One of
them is a professor, journalist, mystic, linguist, and a
priest of the Carmelite Order, Titus Brandsma, who can
add saint to litany of accomplishments.

He is renowned for his resistance to the Nazi
occupation, and their repression of academia
and the press. During his six month of imprisonment, he kept a journal, writing on
social and cultural life in his home Netherlands. He made public his opposition of
Hitler, which put him on the Nazi watch
list. With decisive firmness, he joined in
with Dutch bishops who opposed the order to expel Jewish children from Catholic
schools. He called their expulsion a
“flagrant injustice...an attack on the Catholic Church itself.”
Brandsma said, “The Church, in carrying out
its mission, knows no distinction of sex, race or
nation.” Even the nurse who administered the lethal injection noted Brandsma always treated her with
kindness. In his biography, “The Courage of Truth”,
he wrote of the Nazi nurse, Tizia, who executed prisoners in the infirmary daily. She felt uncomfortable in
his presence. Fr. Titus always treated her kindly, unlike other prisoners who were hostile to her because of
her role in the camp. He’d given her a wooden rosary,
even though she was an atheist who openly “despised
priests.” Not knowing what to do with the object, she
kept it in her apron pocket. On the day in 1942, she
injected Brandsma and ended his life. Some time later,
it touched he when she found the rosary again in her
pocket. In her testimony, Tizia, who kept her real
identity hidden for all these years, attributes Titus
Brandsma for her abandonment of the Nazi ideology
and her conversion to the Catholic faith.
The early Christian community, Titus Brandsma, and
nine others canonized today, echoed the gospel down
through the centuries, helping to create a New Heaven
and a New Earth in Jesus’ Name.
“What is it you plan to do with your one,
wild, and precious life?”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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PROCLAIMERS of the WORD

Combo Mission Collection

16 RCIA

Give Blood ERS 1:30-6:00p

5/15

Jerry S

Lou S

5/22

John O

Mary H

5/29

Rob W

Theresa M

17 Communion Service, 12:15p
19 Wise Ones Hosts: Ramona & Jim
Margarita Mexican Restaurant
105 Valley Drive, Jonesville
21 SSJ Governance Zoom 10:00a-3:00p

 Reflecting and Acting on the Word





“What is it you plan to do with your one,
wild, and precious life?”

22 6th Sunday Easter
23 RCIA

Daily Readings https://bible.usccb.org/

24 Communion Service, 12:15p
29 Feast of the Ascension
30 RCIA
31 Communion Service, 12:15p

Clergy Connection Racism, 3:00p
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Kevin McQuade (Birthday)
+Lori Knowles

22

+Yaira de Jesus

29

Crista & Patrick Gantz (11th Anniv)
Mary Tyrrell (Birthday)

Our Lady,
Queen of Peace,
pray for us!

Combination Mission Collection
Sunday, May 15th





Catholic Relief Services
The Holy Land
The Works of the Holy Father (Peter’s Pence)
Catholic University of America

Contact Gail Altemueller (336) 835-2633

Gelda or Jody (336) 526-1089

15 Ron Berryman
Luis Angel Lopez
19 Lizette Hernandez
21 Luz Hernandez Reyes
23 Aymes Davis
Morgan Orta
Jonathan Ramirez

24 Gail Pieropan
Crystal Fuentes
26 Lila Keller
28 Alex Lara Serafin
30 Mark Kroeger
Brian Lopez
31

15 Jennifer & Jason LaCashio
16 Rebekah & Ryan Treannie
19 Linda & Mark Kroeger
28 Theresa & Phil Martin
30 Joyce & Aaron Kelly

