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2024 Year of Grace                                                                                                                  Easter Sunday  ~ March 31, 2024 

Morning Church!    
 

Easter Sunday: the day an empty tomb glorifies and ratifies 

the Divine Covenant of ever-lasting love. 
 

World-wide Christians gather to celebrate the Divine Emptiness that is the fullness of 

a promise kept and to welcome new members into our Catholic community at the 

Easter Vigil. Here, at St. Stephen, we welcomed Jacob Matthew Wagoner and Ethan 

Martin , as they joyfully celebrated Confirimation and First Eucharist. 

 

Agreed. Easter celebrates the empty tomb of the Risen Christ, yet, amid all the joyous 

songs and the return of Alleluias everywhere in the liturgy, some tombs are still full 

and in need of our attention and response. 
 

The living tombs of our sisters and brothers…. 

~ of Ukraine and Russia, and of the Palestinian Hamas terrorists and Israelis who are 

entombed in a violent, two year war, whose collateral damage will endure for years to 

come... 

~ those harassed every day in our socio-political circles because of gender inequality, 

ethnic or systemic racism; those made to feel less, powerless and alone, demonized, 

entombed in human darkness 
 

~ the abused or neglected, those who huddle in the dark and dank corners of society 

and the Church as The Unwelcomed, The Untouchables, or The Reviled. 
 

Many who are entombed cry out to us to roll away their stones 

so that our sisters or brothers can enter the fullness of New Life. 
 

None of us were present for the first Easter. We were not eye witnesses to Christ’s  

Resurrection. We are here now. We have within us the same power that raised Jesus 

from the dead. (Eph. 1:19-20) Our Baptism ratifies that truth.  
 

We are here now and we are called to witness to Christ’s Resurrection and do so by 

freeing our sisters and brothers from their tombs of others’ inhumanity, abuse, shame, 

fear, judgment, prejudice, political racism, vitriolic speech, or gender bias.    
 

We are the disciples entrusted with The Risen Christ’s  mnessage and mission, to free 

all who are entombed in self-imposed darkness or darkness forced on them by others. 
 

As we celebrate Easter, way too many among us are being misjudged, crucified and 

then entombed by human darkness. Will you roll away their stones?  
 

         In CommUNITY,   

Seen 
For Easter Day 

 

You had not imagined 
that something so empty 
could fill you 
to overflowing, 
 

and now you carry 
the knowledge 
like an awful treasure 
or like a child 
that curls itself 
within your heart: 
 

how the emptiness 
will bear forth 
a new world 
you cannot fathom 
but on whose edge 
you stand. 
 

So why do you linger? 
You have seen, 
and so you are 
already blessed. 
You have been seen, 
and so you are 
the blessing. 
 
There is no other word 
you need. 
There is simply 
to go 
and tell. 
There is simply 
to begin. 
 

            ~ Jan Richardson 

HEARTwork  ~ Reflecting & Acting on The Word  ~ 
 

How will free yourself and others for New Life in Christ?  
 

  Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/ 



  

31 Mass for St. S parishioners 
Kelley McQuade (50th Bday) 

07  +Mary Burnham 

14 +Linda Murphy r/b Barb & Bob DeJohn 

19 +John G. Collins 

31 Easter Sunday, 9a NO Family Faith Formation 

02 Communion Service, 12:15p 

03 RCIA, 6p; Choir, 7p 

07 2nd Sun Easter/Divine Mercy Sunday 
Family Faith Formation 10:30-12N 

08 Ladies Guild, 5p 

09 The Chosen, 10a; Communion Service, 12:15p 

10 RCIA, 6p; Choir, 7p 

14 3rd Sun Easter  
Family Faith Formation 10:30-12N 

15 Give Blood Elkin Rescue Center ~ 1:00p-6:30p 

16 The Chosen, 10a; Ministerial Assoc., 12N 
Communion Service, 12:15p 

17 RCIA, 6p; Choir, 7p 

18 Wise Ones, 1p 

20 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

21 4th Sun Easter 
Family Faith Formation 10:30-12N 

23 Communion Service, 12:15p 

24 RCIA, 6p; Choir, 7p 

28 5th Sun Easter 
Family Faith Formation 10:30-12N 

30 Communion Service, 12:15p 

04 Fredy Carmona, Jr. 

     Gus Habowski 

05 Marcellino Trinadad 

06 Natalie Trinadad 

08 Melisa Bustos 

     Jennifer LaCashio 

09 Alberto Nava 

     Osvaldo Bustos 

10 Richard Jones 

04 Eileen & Leo Ouellette 

05 Beth Altemueller & Newell Hauser  

15 Judy & Frank Simon 

21 Lupe & Ray Hernandez 

29 Julie & Patrick Colglazier 

 

 

11 Osvaldo Martinez 

     Keith Stringer 

12 Jose Ledesma 

15 Andy Crawford 

26 Michael Hadfield 

27 Dianne Crawford 

28 Luis Rodriguez 

30 Liza Go-Harris 

     Vanessa Lopez 

 ...to all who helped in the Holy 

Week & Easter preparation & our 

liturgies...to Jacquie Darcey, for her 

leadership in the prayerful meditation of the Women 

of Jerusalem and our women who lead us in this 

Good Friday prayer… 

...to our Ladies Guild who set up our Altar of Repose 

and prepared hospitality for our Holy Week luncheon 

on Wednesday…God bless you! 

 

Easter Flowers 

 To honor or memorialize a loved one, make a donation 
to our Flower Fund using the envelope in the pew.  

PRINT your name on the front, the amount enclosed, & your 
envelope # on the front. PRINT the names of those you 

wish remembered on the back. Put the envelope 

in the collection basket.  Thank you! 

 

Aileen 

Cahill 

Denis & John Cahill,  

The Hannan, Cahill &  

Blackburn Families 

 

 

Jane & John 

Worley 

The Worley and  

Buchholz Families 

the amount enclosed, & your envelope # on the front. 

 






