Third Sunday of Easter
May 1, 2022

Our Lady, Queen of Peace,
pray for us!

‘Father Forgive’
Following the bombing of the mediaeval Cathedral in 1940, Provost Howard had these words inscribed
on the wall behind the Altar of the ruined building.
“Father Forgive” is used as the response in the Coventry Litany of Reconciliation,
which is prayed in the new Cathedral every weekday at noon and is used throughout
the world by the Community of the Cross of Nails.
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.
The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class,
Father, forgive.
The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own,
Father, forgive.
The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth,
Father, forgive.

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, Father, forgive.
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee,
Father, forgive.
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children,
Father, forgive.
The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,
Father, forgive.
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

+ + +

We prayed the Coventry Litany of Reconciliaton during the Holy Week Service, 2022.

2022 Year of Grace

3rd Sunday of Easter ~ May 1, 2022

~ Jn. 21:18-19.

Morning Church!
Try as you may, to deny it, you are inextricably tied to
everyone and everything. It’s called “The ties that
bind…” Relationships are sacred, relentless tetherings so
core to your faithjourney.God’s tethering is not arbitrary.
You are intimately, eternally connected to God and all of
Creation. Your tetherings are linked to expectations
meant to fully engage you in relationship with God, your
Dear Neighbor, and Creation.
As relationships grow, so do their expectations. Sometimes others’ expectations of you are very demanding or
even unrealistic, and vice versa. Relationships constantly
stretche your heart and teach you how to yield; how to
say “yes” or “no” for the right reasons. Most of all, relationship mentor your heart so you will learn what it
means to surrender your will and your ways to God’s will
and God’s ways, in the service of others.
The Risen Christ knew the hearts of his disciples. They
were traumatized and needed healing and encouragement.
Since their first time they said “yes” to his open invitation and outstretched hand and entered into a graced relationship with him. Their first “yes” to follow him, lead to
other, more demanding “yeses”. With great care, Jesus
taught them to generously serve others without counting
the cost.
You are just like the disciples. When you are confronted
by a trauma, loss, or any shocking event, you often act
like the disciples, who desperately wanted their life to
return to its normalcy and routines. After Holy Week’s
astonishing events and the inconceivable Resurrection
encounters with Jesus, they went right back to what they
knew and what would bring them instant comfort:
They went fishing!

Does it seem to you, they untethered themselves from
Jesus and their recent experiences too fast? Or is it, that
they’re so overwhelmed by their fears and guilt that they
fallback on what makes them feel more secure?
Jesus sees the evocative beach breakfast as the precise
moment for his followers to reaffirm their faith in him ~
and to refocus them on his mission.
Today is your opportunity to stretch yourself to see things
Christ’s way. Cast your net over the right side of the boat;
to do everything you can to stay tethered to Jesus; and to
seek out ways to stretch your heart for the gospel’s sake.
Reflect on this:
Jesus forgives, then feeds his followers.
Then he asks them to forgive
and feed others in his name.
Do you love Jesus?
Tend to others.
Serve them as they need to be served.
Do you love Jesus?
Feed others ~ with your gifts
and the grace of your presence.
Do you love Jesus?
Know loving Jesus will stretched you
to tend and feed all your relationships
Ultimately, your relationship with Jesus
requires you to fully surrender
to God’s will as Jesus did;
to go places you don’t want to go;
and to do things you don’t want to do.
That’s what following Jesus means.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

M A Y
01 3rd Sunday Easter
02 RCIA
03 Communion Service, 12:15p
08 4th Sunday Easter

 Reflecting and Acting on the Word 
How you are resistant to Jesus’
invitation to follow him?
What is Jesus asking of you right now?
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Well…
what is your
spiritual catch?

