
 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 6, 2022 

  



 

St. Stephen Church Protocol 
Out of concern for one another, we wear masks in church.  

We use hand sanitizer before coming forth to receive  

Communion to Insure the highest, safest level of protection 

for everyone.  

OUR POLICY, FOR EVERYONE’S PROTECTION: 

COMMUNION WILL BE RECEIVED 

IN THE HAND ONLY. 

Kindly bring your own mask from home  

so the masks we have can be offered to visitors  

who don’t know our parish policy 

will have one when they come to Mass.   

Thank you! 

 
 

Hymnals, Missals & Kneelers 

If you wish you can make a donation 
towards our new 3-year Missals, 

our hymnals, or kneelers.  
Donations payable to:   

St. Stephen Church.  
No donation is too small.  

 

 Thank you! 

2022 Calendar  
MASS INTENTIONS 

To SCHEDULE A MASS at St. S,  
please use the white envelopes found in the lobby. 

PRINT the name or intention for the Mass on the front of the envelope. 
A stipend for a Mass is ten ($10) dollars in cash or a check payable to:  

Fr. John Hanic. Give the envelope to S. Janis. 
Open dates:  February 6, 13, 20, 27 

NO FLOWERS MARCH 6 - APRIL 10 (Lent) 
Open beginning: 

Holy Thursday, April 14 
April 24 - Dec 31 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you wish to DONATE FLOWERS marking an 2022 anniversary,  

birthday,  special intention, in gratitude to God



   2022 A Year of Grace                                   5th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ February 6, 2022 

     

Morning, Church!   
 

We’re about to be inundated with this year’s Super Bowl commercials. A recent NY Life commercial 

is more than a commercial:   
 
 

 What is agápē?The ancient Greeks had four words for love. The first three — philía,  

 storgē, and érōs — describe the different kinds of love that people feel. But there is  

 one love that stands out above the rest. Selfless love. It’s called agápē (ah-gah-peh)  

 — love as an action. Agápē is what inspires us to put others' needs before our own.  

 It's about doing what's right, being our best selves, and building better futures.  

 

The ancient Greeks have different words for love: Philia means "friendship and loyalty between 

equals, friends. Storgē means "love, affection of parents and children have for each other." Philautia 

means "self-love" ~ positively it’s self-compassion, negatively it’s egotism. Pragma means 

"pragmatic" a convenient, rational and realistic partnering in shared goals. Éros means "intimate love, 

finding any truth, leads to transcendence. Xenia* means hospitality to guests and strangers, or 

"ritualized friendship." Agápe means “unconditional love shown in actions.” (*Xenophoia the dislike 

of or prejudice against people from other countries, a resurgence of  racism).   
 

Last week’s second reading, a poetic and prophetic text, seems to need just one more line in  light of 

today’s text. Love is patient, kind, not pompus, rude, quick-tempered, jealous, self-seeking or inflated; 

love doesn't brood over injuries, or seek revenge. Love bears all things, believes all things, endures all 

things…Add this: Love acts. 
 

Agápē is love in action. Add Love acts to Corinthians: Every loving thought and virtuous intention 

you have are inconsequential. They need to be be enfleshed,made visible in actions. Love acts.  
 

Your Agápē is lived in your vocation wherever your feet are, in all your relationships. To love just as 

Jesus loved requires you to “go fishing” every day among your family, coworkers, classmates, and 

neighbors. Be encouraged that when you “go fishing” you are graced and guided by the Jesus’ Spirit.  
 

You don’t need to be a master fisher. To haul in a Great Catch, on rough seas of your faithjourney, 

Jesus asks you to trust him and to be willing and ready to serve, and share your faith through word 

and example, with Jesus beside you.  
 

                     God’s blessings, 

Artist John August Swanson 



A large, majestic tree, full of wisdom and light, reaches for the sky. A sign of deep vitality and hope 
which expresses the cross of Christ. It carries the Eucharist, which shines like the sun. The horizontal 
branches, opened like hands or wings, suggest, at the same time, the Holy Spirit. 
 

The people of God are not static: they are on the move, in direct reference to the etymology of the word 
synod, which means "walking together". The people are united by the same common dynamic that this 
Tree of Life breathes into them, from which they begin their walk. 
 

These 15 silhouettes sum up our entire humanity in its diversity of life situations of generations and ori-
gins. This aspect is reinforced by the multiplicity of bright colours which are themselves signs of joy. 
There is no hierarchy between these people who are all on the same footing: young, old, men, women, 
teenagers, children, lay people, religious, parents, couples, singles; the bishop and the nun are not in 
front of them, but among them. Quite naturally, children and then adolescents open their walk, in refer-
ence to these words of Jesus in the Gospel: " I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and learned and revealed them to little children”. (Mt 11:25) 
 

The horizontal baseline: "For a synodal Church: communion, participation and mission” runs from left 
to right in the direction of this march, underlining and strengthening it, to end with the title "Synod 2021 
- 2023", the high point that synthesizes the whole.  ~ Isabelle de Senilhes, Paris, France   
 

 

 
   
 

Synodal listening is oriented toward discernment   
in which people listen to each other, to their faith tradition  

and to “the signs of the times in order to discern  
what God is saying to all of us. 

From the Synod Handbook: 
 
 

Myriam Wijlens, a canon lawyer and Synod of Bishops consultor,  
told reporters that women need to “present themselves”  

and speak up “courageously” during this consultation phase.  
It will also be important to listen to what women from  

non-Western cultures are saying, she added. 
 

The Synod handbook said even though dioceses will be asked  
to spend six months doing extensive outreach and consultation  

with as many people as possible, the synodal process 
“is not a mechanical data-gathering exercise  



  

 



F  E  B  R  U A R Y 

06 5th Sun OT 
FAITH FUSION, 10:30, FLC 

07 RCIA 

08 Communion Service, 12:15p 

12 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30a  Cracker Barrel 

13 6th Sun OT    We Believe in Marriage Day 
1st Communion FFF, 10:30a, FLC 

14 RCIA 

15 Communion Service, 12:15p 

17 Wise Ones  Lana & Bob   TBA 

20 7th Sun OT     
FAITH FUSION, 10:30, FLC 

21 RCIA 
Ladies Guild, 7p 

22 Communion Service, 12:15p 

27 8th Sun OT      
1st Communion FFF, 10:30a, FLC 

28 RCIA 

Tri-C Christian Ministries 

C U R R E N T    N E E D S: 

J A N U A R Y   

30 Kate Garwood (Birthday) 
Lorraine Benfanti  r/b Ladies Guild 

F E B R U A R Y 

06 +Byrdie Gerkle;  Noreen O’Neill (Birthday) 

13 Married Couples 

20 Celeste Liss 

Reflecting and Acting on the Word _____ 
 

How deep is your trust in Jesus as you continue 

to navigate the repetitive reality of the pandemic? 

What’s the deepest desire of your heart right now? 

PROCLAIMERS of the WORD 

Date Reading I Reading II 

1/30 Theresa M Elia M 

2/6 Jason McC Wendy McC 

Coming prepared: 6th Sunday OT 

www.usccb.org 

  Jeremiah 17: 5-8  1Cor 15: 12, 16-20 

 Ps 1: 1-4, 6 Luke 6: 17, 20-26   

09 Nancy & Lane Hubbard                       14 Lana & Bob Horneck 

17 Catalina & Sergio Hernandez             27 June & Billy Soots 

 

inclement weather info 
 

Check these TV stations for information: 
NBC/ WXII 

CBS/WFMY 

or  FOX/WGHP 
 

Avisos de mal tiempo 

Ver NBC ~ WXII 

CBS/WFMY 

o  ZORRO WGHP 

+S. Marie St. Leger, S.S.J. 
Born    

July 18, 1939 
Born to Eternal Life 

January 26, 2022 

in the 65th  year  

of her religious life.  


