
 







 

A Prayer for the Easter Season: April 2 ~ May 24, 2026 

As we celebrate the Divine Truth of Resurrection,  

let us  pray for the courage of our Risen Savior and  

the First Followers to live our faith with conviction... 

 Prayer for Conscience and Courage  
 

Loving God, 

lead us beyond ourselves 

to care and protect, 

to nourish and shape, 

to challenge and energize 

both the life and the world 

You have given us. 

God of light and God of darkness, 

God of conscience and God of courage 

lead us through this time 

of spiritual confusion  

and public uncertainty.  

Lead us beyond fear, 

apathy and defensiveness to new hope 

in You and to hearts full of faith. 

Give us the conscience it takes 

to comprehend what we’re facing, 

to see what we’re looking at 

and to say what we see 

so that others, hearing us, 

may also brave the pressure that comes 

with being out of public step. 

Give us the courage we need 

to confront those things 

that compromise our consciences 

or threaten our integrity. 

Give us, most of all, 

the courage to follow those before us 

who challenged wrong and changed it, 

whatever the cost to themselves. 

In Jesus’ Name, we pray. 

 Blessings!! 

2026 First Communicants: 
 

May 10 

Emiliano Mata Reyes 

Giovanny Mariano Mejia 

Andy Trinidad Villalon 
 

May 17 

Andy Carmona Hernandez 

Milan Carmona Hernandez 

Jusselly Mayo Arroyo 

Marlene Mayo Arroyo 
 

May 24 

America Lopez Segura 
 

May 31 

Luz Hernandez Reyes 

Sergio Hernandez Campechano 

Daniella Trejo Chavez 

The Newest Members 
of Our Community 

 

Belva Mary Billings 

Gregory Joseph Billings 

Israel James Moses Lynch 

Brittany Kursten Teresa Reece 

Francis Ritz 



PRAY the ROSARY DAILY 

...for peace and leaders of nations;  

... for the end to all bombings, 

a peaceful and just end 

to these wars, and all wars… 

& the violence in Mexico... 

Thank you so much !!  

PRAY FOR AN END 
TO VIOLENCE, 

ESPECIALLY GUN VIOLENCE 

Pledge:   Give over time until December 31, 2026 
One-time Gift:  use the DSA envelopes and make a one-time gift. 
Online Gift:   charlottediocese.org/dsa 
Stock Donation: charlottediocese.org/ways-to-give 
IRA Contribution:  charlottediocese.org/ways-to-give 

You are invited to our Open Table 
4:30-6:30pm 

Third Thursdays  ~  NO COST 
FBC Elkin   110 Gwyn Avenue 

(336) 835-1998   /   www.elkinfbc.com 

Apr. 16 Jul.16 Oct. 15 

May 21 Aug. 20 Nov. 19 

Jun. 18 Sept. 17 Dec. 17 

Kristen  & Matt Brown 
Hannah, Noah, & Lucas 

 

Ashley & Bradley Parsons 
Nevaeh & Brantley 

Ana & Sergio Soloranzo 
Sergio, Melissa & Ximena 

April 
Financial Stewardship 

Weekly Budget Monthly 

$3000.00 $12,000.00 

 $11,809.00 

 - $191.00 

St. Stephen  DSA  

Assessment $10,959.00 

Paid $2480.00  

Donors 11 

Balance $8479 



2026 año de gracia                        17 mayo de 2026                                                             

¡Buenos días, Iglesia! 
 

Al igual que la mayoría de la música que cantamos los domin-
gos, la letra de «The Commission» —de la banda de hermanos 
cristianos CAIN— está extraída de la Sagrada Escritura. 

 

e y habla al mundo acerca de mí,  
Estuve muerto, pero ahora vivo 

Debo marcharme ahora, Por un breve tiempo 
Pero el adiós no es el final 

 

Todos hemos experimentado los sentimientos agridulces que 
surgen al decir adiós. Jesús también experimentó la carga y el 
dolor de despedirse de sus amados discípulos. Sin embargo, 
Jesús sabe que su despedida es una parte momentánea de la 
relación eterna que comparten. Aunque estará visiblemente 
ausente, a través de su Santo Espíritu, permanecerá como una 
Presencia siempre presente. 

 

 Mi Espíritu está contigo, Dondequiera que vayas 
 Tienes un propósito, Y yo tengo un plan 

 

El plan y el propósito de Cristo nos han sido encomendados: 
 

Id y habladle al mundo de mí 
 

Puede que no hayamos visto las manos y los pies del Cristo 
Resucitado; sin embargo, nuestra fe nos concede la gracia de 
creer lo que Jesús dijo a todos aquellos que le siguen fielmen-
te: 

Tengo fe en que haréis grandes cosas... 

Este es nuestro propósito: vivir conforme a su promesa de que 
Él está siempre con nosotros y de que regresará algún día. 
Hasta entonces, estamos llamados a proclamar su Presencia 
mediante lo que decimos y hacemos. Fortalecidos por su Es-
píritu Santo, dondequiera que vayamos. «Bautizamos» a los 
demás con nuestra bondad, nuestro servicio generoso, nuestra 
presencia intencional y nuestra escucha profunda. 

 

Existen muchísimas formas de dar testimonio de nuestra fe en 
Cristo y de vivir una vida con propósito en su Nombre. El 
poder de su presencia y de sus palabras es nuestra esperanza. 

 

Su despedida no es el final; es el comienzo. 
 

 

  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

     En el Uno, somos uno, en ComUNIDAD, 

Ascensión 
Bendición 

 

En la partida, 

en el soltar, 

que quede esto 

a lo que aferrarse 

al final: 

 

la perdurabilidad del amor, 

la persistencia de la esperanza, 

el recuerdo de la alegría; 

 

la ofrenda de gratitud, 

la recepción de la gracia, 

la bendición de la paz. 
 

~ Jan Richardson 

Adiós 



2026 Year of Grace                                                                                                                                                May 17, 2026 

Morning, Church! 

Like the majority of music we sing on Sundays, the lyrics of 
“The Commission” by the Christian siblings’ band, CAIN, 
is drawn from Sacred Scripture. 

 

Go tell the world about me 
I was dead, but now I live 

I’ve gotta go now 
For a little while 

But goodbye is not the end 
 

We’ve all experienced the bitter-sweet feelings felt in say-
ing goodbye. Jesus, too, experienced the weightiness and 
heartache of saying goodbye to his beloved disciples. Yet, 
Jesus knows his goodbye is a momentary part of their eter-
nal relationship. Although he will be visibly absent, through 
his Holy Spirit, he will be remain an ever-present Presence. 

My Spirit is with you 
Wherever you go 

You have a purpose 
And I have a plan 

 

Christ’s Plan and purpose have been commissioned to us:  
 

Go tell the world about me 

We may not have seen the Risen Christ’s hands and feet, yet 
our faith graces us to believe what Jesus said to all who 
faithfully follow him:  

I have faith that you will do great things... 

This is our purpose: to live into his promise that he is with 
up always and he will return again some day. Until then, we 
are called to proclaim his Presence by what we say and do. 
Strengthen by his Holy Spirit wherever we go. We “baptize” 
others with our kindness, generous service, intentional pres-
ence, and deep listening. 

 

There are so many ways to give witness to our faith in 
Christ and to live a purposeful life in his Name. The power 
of his presence and words are our hope. 

His goodbye is not the end, it’s the beginning.  

                              Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

       In the One, we are one...in CommUNITY,  

Ascension  
Blessing 

 

In the leaving 

in the letting go 

let there be this 

to hold onto 

at the last: 

 

the enduring of love 

the persisting of hope 

the remembering of joy 

 

the offering of gratitude 

the receiving of grace 

the blessing of peace 

~ Jan Richadson 



  

03 +Michael A. Garwood, Sr. 

10 All Mothers, living & deceased; +Helen Purcell 
MacKenzie  &  McKinley Orta 

+Richard Bernabe 

17 +Damian Whitsonant       +Georgette & William Dyer 

24 +Grace Jenkins 

01 Emilio Lopez 
      Phillip Parrish 
02 Cecelia Martinez 
04 Samantha Ange 
      Memo Lara 
      Christian Ouellette 
08 Matt Norman 
09 Francis Ritz 
15 Ron Berryman 
      Luis Lopez 

20 Lizette Hernandez 
21 Luz Hernandez 
23 Aymes Davis 
     Morgan Orta 
     Jonny Ramirez 
25 Ana Karen Carmona 
27 Lila Keller 
28 Diego Carreon 
30 Alex Lara 
      Brian Lopez 
31 Hilda Lopez 

04 Rebekah & Ryan Treannie      
28  Theresa & Phil Martin 

M   A    Y 

03  5th Sun Easter
Faith Formation parents & children, after Mass 
SSJ ZOOM, 7-8:30p 

05 Communion Service, 12:15p 

06 Nurses’ Day 
OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

07 Habitat for Humanity Awards Luncheon 

10 6th Sun Easter 
Happy Mother’s Day 

11 Ladies Guild, 5p 

12 Communion Service, 12:15p 

13 OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

16 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel,  8:30a 

17 Feast: Ascension 

18 Give Blood ~ Elkin Rescue Sq, 1:30-6:00p 

19 Communion Service, 12:15p 
Ministerial  Association, 12N 

20 OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

21 Wise Ones , 1p  Shiki’s Host: Barbara DeJohn 

24  

26 Communion Service, 12:15p 
OCIA, 2  , 6:30P 

27  OCIA, 7p;  Choir, 7p 

31 Feast: Holy Trinity Sunday 

Sister St. Herman D’Uva, S.S.J. 
 

 Given by God       August 4, 1928 

 Given to God        May 13, 2026 

in her 80th year in community 

 

If  you’re graduating from High School,   
college  or graduate school,  

please call S. Janis 
Thank you! 

IMPORTANT INVITATION  

ALL ADULT & CONFIRMED YOUTH 

St. Stephen needs your help in the service  

of Liturgical Ministries: 

Acolytes, Greeter/Ushers,  

Eucharistic Ministers, Proclaimers/ 

Readers, Altar Linens 
 

There is a Formation and Information 

for each of these ministries. 

Please consider helping your parish community. 
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