
May 3, 2026 



 

A Prayer for the Easter Season: April 2 ~ May 24, 2026 

As we celebrate the Divine Truth of Resurrection,  

let us  pray for the courage of our Risen Savior and  

the First Followers to live our faith with conviction... 

 Prayer for Conscience and Courage  
 

Loving God, 

lead us beyond ourselves 

to care and protect, 

to nourish and shape, 

to challenge and energize 

both the life and the world 

You have given us. 

God of light and God of darkness, 

God of conscience and God of courage 

lead us through this time 

of spiritual confusion  

and public uncertainty.  

Lead us beyond fear, 

apathy and defensiveness to new hope 

in You and to hearts full of faith. 

Give us the conscience it takes 

to comprehend what we’re facing, 

to see what we’re looking at 

and to say what we see 

so that others, hearing us, 

may also brave the pressure that comes 

with being out of public step. 

Give us the courage we need 

to confront those things 

that compromise our consciences 

or threaten our integrity. 

Give us, most of all, 

the courage to follow those before us 

who challenged wrong and changed it, 

whatever the cost to themselves. 

In Jesus’ Name, we pray. 

FISH  FRY FUNDRAISER…Matt Brown, 

who initiated the parish event; cooked the fish, 
hush puppies, & fries; and prepared 

the cocktail & tartar sauce;  

Andrea Faw & Stephen Faust,  

who stepped up to help Matt; 

donated all the food, take-out  boxes, beverages 

& utensils; Ofelia Nava & Margarite Lara,  

donated and cooked the rice; 

and our support crew: Margarita Serafin Lara, 

Israel Lynch, & Brittany Reece… 

...the parishioners who supported this fundraiser 
via take-out or in-person dining! 

        

 ...Kathy Jenkins, our newest cantor; 

Braulio Mata & Melia Orta, 

our Youth Proclaimers… 

...our generous parish women 

who faithfully clean the church and 

care for the Altar linens and do so much 

behind the scenes to promote life at St. S... 

The Newest Members 
of Our Community 

 

Belva Mary Billings 

Gregory Joseph Billings 

Israel James Moses Lynch 

Brittany Kursten Teresa Reece 

Francis Ritz 



PRAY the ROSARY DAILY 

...for peace and leaders of nations;  

... for the end to all bombings, 

a peaceful and just end 

to these wars, and all wars… 

& the violence in Mexico... 

Thank you so much !!  

PRAY FOR AN END 
TO VIOLENCE, 

ESPECIALLY GUN VIOLENCE 

Pledge:   Give over time until December 31, 2026 

One-time Gift:  use the DSA envelopes and make a one-time gift. 

Online Gift:   charlottediocese.org/dsa 

Stock Donation: charlottediocese.org/ways-to-give 

IRA Contribution:  charlottediocese.org/ways-to-give 

You are invited to our Open Table 
4:30-6:30pm 

Third Thursdays  ~  NO COST 
FBC Elkin   110 Gwyn Avenue 

(336) 835-1998   /   www.elkinfbc.com 

Apr. 16 Jul.16 Oct. 15 

May 21 Aug. 20 Nov. 19 

Jun. 18 Sept. 17 Dec. 17 



2026 año de gracia                          3 mayo de 2026                                                             

¡Buenos días, Iglesia! 
 

La amplitud de espíritu es una gracia visible hoy 

en los Hechos de los Apóstoles. Los primeros se-

guidores fueron llamados a responder a las nece-

sidades de su comunidad en crecimiento; Esteban, 

«lleno de fe y del Espíritu Santo», es uno de los 

siete diáconos elegidos para atender las nece-

sidades de las familias de los conversos griegos. 

 

La gracia de la amplitud de espíritu les otorgó la 

capacidad de mantenerse abiertos y flexibles ante 

cada nueva invitación del Espíritu. 

Esta graciosa amplitud de espíritu es otra forma 

de hospitalidad, la cual es mucho más que una 

simple puerta abierta: es una mente abierta y un 

corazón abierto. 

 

Jesús es el Divino Creador de Espacio. Con com-

pasión, expandió su corazón para hacer lugar a 

los demás en su ministerio. Él te ha brindado esa 

misma amplitud en tu propio camino de fe. 

 

Siguiendo el ejemplo de Cristo, los primeros cris-

tianos ensancharon sus mentes y corazones para 

incluir a todos: paganos, extranjeros, marginados 

y personas quebrantadas de diversas maneras. 

 

Estamos llamados a vivir con esa misma apertura 

de mente y corazón, y a crear espacio para todos 

en el Vecindario de Dios. 

 

Estamos llamados a crear una amplitud llena de 

gracia en un tiempo en que la guerra y las 

palabras nos dividen. Si somos sinceros en lo que 

decimos y oramos, este es nuestro Camino, nues-

tra Verdad y nuestra Vida. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

    En el Uno, somos uno, en ComUNIDAD, 

 

El Camino  

Nuestra Verdad 

y Nuestra Vida 

¡Que la gracia y la paz  
llenen sus corazones! 

 
Como ya saben por el anuncio  

de la semana pasada, 

el Padre John se jubila como párroco  

de San Juan y San Esteban. 

Él me pidió que les recordara  

que está dispuesto a ayudarles  

a bendecir sus matrimonios  

en la iglesia antes de marcharse.  

Si desean hacerlo, deben comunicarlo  

ahora, antes de que sea demasiado tarde. 

Necesitamos su colaboración para  

que esto sea posible. 

No se demoren más. Él se marchará  

dentro de unas pocas semanas.  

Permítannos ayudarles a dar este  

paso tan importante y  

significativo en su camino de fe. 

¡Gracias! 

GNT ~ Uplifting Scriptures 



2026 Year of Grace                                                                                                                                                May 3, 2026 

Morning, Church! 
 

Roominess is a visible grace in the Acts of the 

Apostles today. The First Followers were called to 

respond to the needs of their growing community, 

Stephen, “full of faith and the Holy Spirit” is one 

of seven deacons chosen to serve the needs Greek 

converts’ families.   
 

The Grace of Roominess gave them the ability to 

stay  open and flexible to every new invitation of 

the Spirit. 
 

This Grace of Roominess is another form of hospi-

tality, which is far more than just an open door. It 

is open mind and an open heart. 
 

Jesus is the Divine Room Maker. He compassion-

ately expanded his heart to make room for others 

in his ministry. He provided the same roominess 

for you on your faithjourney.    
 

Following Christ’s example, the early Christians  

stretched their minds and hearts in include every-

one: pagans, foreigners, outcasts, and people bro-

ken in a variety of ways. 
 

We are called to live with the same open mind and 

heart and to create space/room for everyone in 

God’s Neighborhood. 
 

We are called to create graceful roominess in a 

time when war and words divide us. If we mean 

what we say and pray, Graceful Roominess our 

Way, our Truth, and our Life. 

 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 
In the One, we are one...in CommUNITY,  

   

 

As you step inside 

this blessing 

we wish to tell you 

it is large enough 

for you to lie down in. 

or 

(though it may not look it, 

small as it is upon this 

page) 

you can curl up 

in this blessing 

with a cup of tea 

and a good book 

beside the window— 

here, just behind you— 

that faces east. 

Likewise it is true, 

though you might not have 

paused long enough 

to notice, 

that this blessing 

is big enough 

for a table— 

quite a sizable one 

can be accommodated— 

where your guests 

will want to linger 

far into the night. 

there are rooms in plenty 

where they can 

lay their heads 

and stretch out  

with abandon 

in their dreaming sleep. 

One room, 

many rooms— 

in this blessing 

it is all the same. 

The point is that 

there is space 

enough. 

Enough to make 

a life, a home; 

enough to make 

a world. 

Enough to make 

your way toward 

the One who has made 

this way for you. 

~ Jan Richardson 

Blessing  With Many Rooms 

GNT ~ Uplifting Scriptures 



  

03 +Michael A. Garwood, Sr. 

10 All Mothers, living & deceased; +Helen Purcell 
MacKenzie  &  McKinley Orta 

17 +Georgette & William Dyer 

24 +Grace Jenkins 

01 Emilio Lopez 

      Phillip Parrish 

02 Cecelia Martinez 

04 Samantha Ange 

      Memo Lara 

      Christian Ouellette 

08 Matt Norman 

09 Francis Ritz 

15 Ron Berryman 

      Luis Lopez 

19 Miguel Nava 

20 Lizette Hernandez 

21 Luz Hernandez 

23 Aymes Davis 

     Morgan Orta 

     Jonny Ramirez 

25 Ana Karen Carmona 

27 Lila Keller 

28 Diego Carreon 

30 Alex Lara 

      Brian Lopez 

31 Hilda Lopez 

04 Rebekah & Ryan Treannie      

28  Theresa & Phil Martin 

M   A    Y 

03  5th Sun Easter
Faith Formation parents & children, after Mass 
SSJ ZOOM, 7-8:30p 

05 Communion Service, 12:15p 

06 Nurses’ Day 
OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

07 Habitat for Humanity Awards Luncheon 

10 6th Sun Easter 
Happy Mother’s Day 

11 Ladies Guild, 5p 

12 Communion Service, 12:15p 

13 OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

17 Feast: Ascension 

18 Give Blood ~ Elkin Rescue Sq, 1:30-6:00p 

19 Communion Service, 12:15p 
Ministerial  Association, 12N 

20 OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

21  Wise Ones , 1p  TBA 

23  Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel,  8:30a 

24  

26 Communion Service, 12:15p 
OCIA, 2  , 6:30P 

27  OCIA, 7p;  Choir, 7p 

31 Feast: Holy Trinity Sunday 

 

If  you’re graduating from High School, college or graduate school, 

please call S. Janis 

IMPORTANT INVITATION to ALL ADULT & CONFIRMED YOUTH 

St. Stephen needs your help in thee service of Liturgical Ministries: 

Greeter/Ushers 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Proclaimers/Readers 

Altar Linens 
 

There is a Formation and Information for each of these ministries. 

Please consider helping your parish community. 



 

 

  




