
 







 

A Prayer for the Easter Season: April 2 ~ May 24, 2026 

As we celebrate the Divine Truth of Resurrection,  

let us  pray for the courage of our Risen Savior and  

the First Followers to live our faith with conviction... 

 Prayer for Conscience and Courage  
 

Loving God, 

lead us beyond ourselves 

to care and protect, 

to nourish and shape, 

to challenge and energize 

both the life and the world 

You have given us. 

God of light and God of darkness, 

God of conscience and God of courage 

lead us through this time 

of spiritual confusion  

and public uncertainty.  

Lead us beyond fear, 

apathy and defensiveness to new hope 

in You and to hearts full of faith. 

Give us the conscience it takes 

to comprehend what weôre facing, 

to see what weôre looking at 

and to say what we see 

so that others, hearing us, 

may also brave the pressure that comes 

with being out of public step. 

Give us the courage we need 

to confront those things 

that compromise our consciences 

or threaten our integrity. 

Give us, most of all, 

the courage to follow those before us 

who challenged wrong and changed it, 

whatever the cost to themselves. 

In Jesusô Name, we pray. 
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ǿƘƻ ƛƴƛǝŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘΤ ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǎƘΣ 
ƘǳǎƘ ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎΣ ϧ ŦǊƛŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻŎƪǘŀƛƭ ϧ ǘŀǊǘŀǊ ǎŀǳŎŜΤ  

!ƴŘǊŜŀ Cŀǿ ϧ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ CŀǳǎǘΣ  

ǿƘƻ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ aŀǧΤ 

ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǘŀƪŜ-ƻǳǘ  ōƻȄŜǎΣ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ 

ϧ ǳǘŜƴǎƛƭǎΤ hŦŜƭƛŀ bŀǾŀ ϧ aŀǊƎŀǊƛǘŜ [ŀǊŀΣ  

ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎŜΤ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎǊŜǿΥ aŀǊƎŀǊƛǘŀ {ŜǊŀŬƴ [ŀǊŀΣ 

LǎǊŀŜƭ [ȅƴŎƘΣ ϧ .Ǌƛǧŀƴȅ wŜŜŎŜΧ 

ΦΦΦǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ 
Ǿƛŀ ǘŀƪŜ-ƻǳǘ ƻǊ ƛƴ-ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘƛƴƛƴƎΗ 
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 ΦΦΦYŀǘƘȅ WŜƴƪƛƴǎΣ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ŎŀƴǘƻǊΤ 

.Ǌŀǳƭƛƻ aŀǘŀ ϧ aŜƭƛŀ hǊǘŀΣ 

ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜǊǎΧ 

ΦΦΦƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǿƻƳŜƴ 

ǿƘƻ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƭǘŀǊ ƭƛƴŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ΦΦΦ 

The Newest Members  
of Our Community  

 

Belva Mary Billings  

Gregory Joseph Billings  

Israel James Moses Lynch  

Brittany Kursten Teresa Reece  

Francis Ritz  



PRAY the ROSARY DAILY 

...for peace and leaders of nations;  

... for the end to all bombings, 

a peaceful and just end 

to these wars, and all warsƤ 

& the violence in Mexico... 

Thank you so much !!  
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4:30 -6:30pm  

Third Thursdays  ~  NO COST  

FBC Elkin   110 Gwyn Avenue  

(336) 835 -1998   /   www.elkinfbc.com  
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2026 año de gracia                        10 mayo de 2026                                                             

áBuenos d²as, Iglesia! 
La naturaleza org§nica de la vida es el cambio constante. 

Toda la Creaci·n se mueve gradualmente, 
y de manera fluida, en una transformaci·n de una imagen, forma u objeto en otro. 
Esta transformaci·n es la forma en que se despliegan la vida, la esperanza y la fe. 

 

Como se afirma en la Constituci·n de las SSJ: çA medida 
que la vida se despliega,  

sabemos por experiencia que el Santo es fiel, 
y nos capacitar§ para avanzar siempre hacia el amor de Dios y de todos los dem§sè. 

 

Jes¼s, en la gracia apasionada de su mensaje de despedida, 
ofreci· a sus disc²pulos una esperanza inquebrantable en su tiempo de transici·n.  

El Divino Maestro les imparte una lecci·n m§s, importante: 
un mandamiento singular ara 
guiarlos con fe hacia el futuro: 

Ćmense unos a otros como yo los he amado. 
 

Este mandamiento, que Jes¼s nos ha confiado, es nuestro prop·sito:  
amar como Jes¼s ama, 

dondequiera que nos lleven nuestros pasos, y responder con amor, creatividad, 
autenticidad, paciencia y empat²a. 

 
Amar como Jes¼s am· es la fuente de nuestra esperanza 

y nuestra raz·n para esperar. 
Amar como Jes¼s ama, a trav®s de los cambios graduales o abruptos 

de nuestro camino de fe, 
es nuestro prop·sito lleno de gracia. 

 
Al igual que los primeros seguidores, nos encontramos  

en una transici·n de liderazgo.  
El Padre John, quien ha servido aqu² durante 24 a¶os, se ha jubilado.  

El Padre Englebert Ofon 
ha sido nombrado nuestro administrador. 

 
Nuestra celebraci·n de çdespedida y bienvenidaè para el Padre John  

y el Padre Englebert tendr§ lugar el domingo 14 de junio,  
con una Misa y un almuerzo parroquial. 

   

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

    En el Uno, somos uno, en ComUNIDAD, 



2026 Year of Grace                                                                                                                                                May 10, 2026 

Morning, Church! 
The organic nature of life is constant change. All of Creation is moving gradually, 
and seamless in a transformation of one image, shape, or object into another. 

This transformation is the way life, hope, and faith unfold. 
 

As it says in the SSJ Constitution, ñAs life unfolds, we know by  experience that the Holy One is faithful, 
and will enable us to move always towards the love of God and of all others.ò 

 

Jesus, in the passionate grace of his farewell message,  offered his disciples 
a crushproof hope in their time of transition. The Divine Teacher is gives them one more 

important lesson, a singular commandment to faith them into the future: 
Love one another as I have loved you. 

 

This commandment, entrusted to us by Jesus, is our purpose: to love as Jesus loves, 
wherever our feet are, and to respond in love with creativity, authenticity, patience, and empathy.   

 

Loving as Jesus loved is the source of our hope and our reason to hope. Loving as Jesus loves 
throughout the gradual or abrupt changes of our faithjourney, is our graced purpose. 

 

Like the First Followers, we are in a transition of leadership. Fr. John, who has served 
here for 24 years, has retired. Fr. Englebert Ofon has been named our administrator.  

 

Our ñFarewelcomeò for Fr. John and Fr. Englebert will be Sun., June 14, with Mass and a parish brunch. 
 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

In the One, we are one...in CommUNITY,  

Now is the time  
we re-claim and proclaim  
with unrestrained abandon  
through sacred Word  
and Sacrament-like actions  
whose we are and who we are 
  
Now is the time  
we remain deeply invested  
in gospel vision  
Now is the time  
we remain profoundly committed  
to our Christôs Mission  
of unity and reconciliation 
 
Now is the time  
we remain open  
to the grace of holy audacity  
which will push us again and again,  
in a bold spirit of powerlessness  
to remain steadfast  
as we live into  
God's Great Dream for us  
 

Now is the time  
for ferocious fearlessness  
with no doubts  
about our Truth:  
we are called,  
Consecrated, 
and sent forth 
as a priests,  
prophets,  
and leaders.  
 
It says so  
on our Eternal Gift Certificate  
of Baptism.  
 
It keeps saying so  
through the indiscriminate grace  
of Christ Risen and present  
n the ministry entrusted  
to each of us ~  
and all of us together 

It's the Now  
of God's extravagant  
pouring on of Truth, 
the Indwelling  
of those sacred,  
torrential Waters  
and the elaborate anointing  
of the Spirit's sealing  
confirmation,  
and, mostly, mostly,  
through the sweaty,  
ordaining chrism  
dripping from our brows. 
 
Now ~ now, more than ever ~  
is our time to embrace  
God's Great Dream for us  
and to Live Radical Hope.  
 
This is our Rite  
and God said ~  
God said,  
it is good.  
It is Very Good. 

~ Janis McQuade, SSJ 

Our Rite and Reason to Hope 



é  

ло ҌaƛŎƘŀŜƭ !Φ DŀǊǿƻƻŘΣ {ǊΦ 

мл !ƭƭ aƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ϧ ŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘΤ ҌIŜƭŜƴ tǳǊŎŜƭƭ 
aŀŎYŜƴȊƛŜ  ϧ  aŎYƛƴƭŜȅ hǊǘŀ 

ҌwƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ŜǊƴŀōŜ 

мт Ҍ5ŀƳƛŀƴ ²Ƙƛǘǎƻƴŀƴǘ       ҌDŜƻǊƎŜǧŜ ϧ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 5ȅŜǊ 

нп ҌDǊŀŎŜ WŜƴƪƛƴǎ 

лм 9Ƴƛƭƛƻ [ƻǇŜȊ 

      tƘƛƭƭƛǇ tŀǊǊƛǎƘ 

лн /ŜŎŜƭƛŀ aŀǊǝƴŜȊ 

лп {ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀ !ƴƎŜ 

      aŜƳƻ [ŀǊŀ 

      /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ hǳŜƭƭŜǧŜ 

лу aŀǧ bƻǊƳŀƴ 

лф CǊŀƴŎƛǎ wƛǘȊ 

мр wƻƴ .ŜǊǊȅƳŀƴ 

      [ǳƛǎ [ƻǇŜȊ 

мф aƛƎǳŜƭ bŀǾŀ 

нл [ƛȊŜǧŜ IŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊ 

нм [ǳȊ IŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊ 

но !ȅƳŜǎ 5ŀǾƛǎ 

     aƻǊƎŀƴ hǊǘŀ 

     Wƻƴƴȅ wŀƳƛǊŜȊ 

нр !ƴŀ YŀǊŜƴ /ŀǊƳƻƴŀ 

нт [ƛƭŀ YŜƭƭŜǊ 

ну 5ƛŜƎƻ /ŀǊǊŜƻƴ 

ол !ƭŜȄ [ŀǊŀ 

      .Ǌƛŀƴ [ƻǇŜȊ 

ом IƛƭŘŀ [ƻǇŜȊ 

лп wŜōŜƪŀƘ ϧ wȅŀƴ ¢ǊŜŀƴƴƛŜ      

ну  ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ ϧ tƘƛƭ aŀǊǝƴ 

M   A    Y 

ло  5ˁʑ Sˤʘ Easɾˏʞ
CŀƛǘƘ CƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ϧ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƊŜǊ aŀǎǎ 
{{W ½hhaΣ т-уΥолǇ 

лр /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ мнΥмрǇ 

лс bǳǊǎŜǎΩ 5ŀȅ 
h/L!Σ тǇΤ   /ƘƻƛǊΣ тǇ 

лт Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ !ǿŀǊŘǎ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ 

мл 6ˁʑ Sˤʘ Easɾˏʞ 
Hˉp˞ʦ MᴇɯˏʞÙʟ Dˉʦ 

мм [ŀŘƛŜǎ DǳƛƭŘΣ рǇ 

мн /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ мнΥмрǇ 

мо h/L!Σ тǇΤ   /ƘƻƛǊΣ тǇ 

мс aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ /ǊŀŎƪŜǊ .ŀǊǊŜƭΣ  уΥолŀ 

мт Feasʠ: Asɨˏnˡi˛ʘ 

му DƛǾŜ .ƭƻƻŘ Ϥ 9ƭƪƛƴ wŜǎŎǳŜ {ǉΣ мΥол-сΥллǇ 

мф /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ мнΥмрǇ 
aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ  !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ мнb 

нл h/L!Σ тǇΤ   /ƘƻƛǊΣ тǇ 

нм ²ƛǎŜ hƴŜǎ Σ мǇ  {ƘƛƪƛΩǎ IƻǎǘΥ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ŜWƻƘƴ 

нп  

нс /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ мнΥмрǇ 
h/L!Σ н  Σ сΥолt 

нт  h/L!Σ тǇΤ  /ƘƻƛǊΣ тǇ 

ом Feasʠ: Hʺ˗ʦ Tˠ˔˚iˢʦ Sˤndˉʦ 

Sister Geraldine Kent, S.S.J. 
 

Given by God    August 10 1930 
    Given to God      May 5, 2026 

in her 71st year as a SSJ 

 

fŉННǃŸƨќƖĲНŊƖċĬƨċƣŔŰŊНŉƖŸůНcŔŊőНÉĦőŸŸũЯН 
ĦŸũũĲŊĲННŸƖНŊƖċĬƨċƣĲНƚĦőŸŸũЯ 
ƓũĲċƚĲНĦċũũНÉЮНsċŰŔƚ 

IMPORTANT INVITATION to ALL ADULT 

& CONFIRMED YOUTH 

St. Stephen needs your help in the service  

of Liturgical Ministries:  

Acolytes  

Greeter/Ushers  

Eucharistic Ministers  

Proclaimers/Readers  

Altar Linens  
 

There is a Formation and Information  

for each of these ministries.  

Please consider helping  

your parish community.  
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