
 







 

A Prayer for the Easter Season: April 2 ~ May 24, 2026 

As we celebrate the Divine Truth of Resurrection,  

let us  pray for the courage of our Risen Savior and  

the First Followers to live our faith with conviction... 

 Prayer for Conscience and Courage  
 

Loving God, 

lead us beyond ourselves 

to care and protect, 

to nourish and shape, 

to challenge and energize 

both the life and the world 

You have given us. 

God of light and God of darkness, 

God of conscience and God of courage 

lead us through this time 

of spiritual confusion  

and public uncertainty.  

Lead us beyond fear, 

apathy and defensiveness to new hope 

in You and to hearts full of faith. 

Give us the conscience it takes 

to comprehend what we’re facing, 

to see what we’re looking at 

and to say what we see 

so that others, hearing us, 

may also brave the pressure that comes 

with being out of public step. 

Give us the courage we need 

to confront those things 

that compromise our consciences 

or threaten our integrity. 

Give us, most of all, 

the courage to follow those before us 

who challenged wrong and changed it, 

whatever the cost to themselves. 

In Jesus’ Name, we pray. 

FISH  FRY FUNDRAISER…Matt Brown, 

who initiated the parish event; cooked the fish, 
hush puppies, & fries; and prepared 

the cocktail & tartar sauce;  

Andrea Faw & Stephen Faust,  

who stepped up to help Matt; 

donated all the food, take-out  boxes, beverages 

& utensils; Ofelia Nava & Margarite Lara,  

donated and cooked the rice; 

and our support crew: Margarita Serafin Lara, 

Israel Lynch, & Brittany Reece… 

...the parishioners who supported this fundraiser 
via take-out or in-person dining! 

        

 ...Kathy Jenkins, our newest cantor; 

Braulio Mata & Melia Orta, 

our Youth Proclaimers… 

...our generous parish women 

who faithfully clean the church and 

care for the Altar linens and do so much 

behind the scenes to promote life at St. S... 

The Newest Members 
of Our Community 

 

Belva Mary Billings 

Gregory Joseph Billings 

Israel James Moses Lynch 

Brittany Kursten Teresa Reece 

Francis Ritz 



PRAY the ROSARY DAILY 

...for peace and leaders of nations;  

... for the end to all bombings, 

a peaceful and just end 

to these wars, and all wars… 

& the violence in Mexico... 

Thank you so much !!  

PRAY FOR AN END 
TO VIOLENCE, 

ESPECIALLY GUN VIOLENCE 

Pledge:   Give over time until December 31, 2026 
One-time Gift:  use the DSA envelopes and make a one-time gift. 
Online Gift:   charlottediocese.org/dsa 
Stock Donation: charlottediocese.org/ways-to-give 
IRA Contribution:  charlottediocese.org/ways-to-give 

You are invited to our Open Table 

4:30-6:30pm 

Third Thursdays  ~  NO COST 

FBC Elkin   110 Gwyn Avenue 

(336) 835-1998   /   www.elkinfbc.com 

Apr. 16 Jul.16 Oct. 15 

May 21 Aug. 20 Nov. 19 

Jun. 18 Sept. 17 Dec. 17 

David Ackerman  
Jessica Neiland 

Ann & Annette Nickerson 
Virginia, Genevieve, & Kiera O’Reilly 

Barbara & Paul Piquet 
Ana & Sergio Soloranzo 

Joseph Spears  
Donna & Joe Stvartak 

Patti Taddio 
Christine & Bryan Whitler 



2026 año de gracia                        10 mayo de 2026                                                             

¡Buenos días, Iglesia! 
La naturaleza orgánica de la vida es el cambio constante. 

Toda la Creación se mueve gradualmente, 
y de manera fluida, en una transformación de una imagen, forma u objeto en otro. 
Esta transformación es la forma en que se despliegan la vida, la esperanza y la fe. 

 

Como se afirma en la Constitución de las SSJ: «A medida 
que la vida se despliega,  

sabemos por experiencia que el Santo es fiel, 
y nos capacitará para avanzar siempre hacia el amor de Dios y de todos los demás». 

 

Jesús, en la gracia apasionada de su mensaje de despedida, 
ofreció a sus discípulos una esperanza inquebrantable en su tiempo de transición.  

El Divino Maestro les imparte una lección más, importante: 
un mandamiento singular ara 

guiarlos con fe hacia el futuro: 
Ámense unos a otros como yo los he amado. 

 

Este mandamiento, que Jesús nos ha confiado, es nuestro propósito:  
amar como Jesús ama, 

dondequiera que nos lleven nuestros pasos, y responder con amor, creatividad, 
autenticidad, paciencia y empatía. 

 
Amar como Jesús amó es la fuente de nuestra esperanza 

y nuestra razón para esperar. 
Amar como Jesús ama, a través de los cambios graduales o abruptos 

de nuestro camino de fe, 
es nuestro propósito lleno de gracia. 

 
Al igual que los primeros seguidores, nos encontramos  

en una transición de liderazgo.  
El Padre John, quien ha servido aquí durante 24 años, se ha jubilado.  

El Padre Englebert Ofon 
ha sido nombrado nuestro administrador. 

 
Nuestra celebración de «despedida y bienvenida» para el Padre John  

y el Padre Englebert tendrá lugar el domingo 14 de junio,  
con una Misa y un almuerzo parroquial. 

   

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

    En el Uno, somos uno, en ComUNIDAD, 



2026 Year of Grace                                                                                                                                                May 10, 2026 

Morning, Church! 
The organic nature of life is constant change. All of Creation is moving gradually, 

and seamless in a transformation of one image, shape, or object into another. 
This transformation is the way life, hope, and faith unfold. 

 

As it says in the SSJ Constitution, “As life unfolds, we know by  experience that the Holy One is faithful, 
and will enable us to move always towards the love of God and of all others.” 

 

Jesus, in the passionate grace of his farewell message,  offered his disciples 
a crushproof hope in their time of transition. The Divine Teacher is gives them one more 

important lesson, a singular commandment to faith them into the future: 
Love one another as I have loved you. 

 

This commandment, entrusted to us by Jesus, is our purpose: to love as Jesus loves, 
wherever our feet are, and to respond in love with creativity, authenticity, patience, and empathy.   

 

Loving as Jesus loved is the source of our hope and our reason to hope. Loving as Jesus loves 
throughout the gradual or abrupt changes of our faithjourney, is our graced purpose. 

 

Like the First Followers, we are in a transition of leadership. Fr. John, who has served 
here for 24 years, has retired. Fr. Englebert Ofon has been named our administrator.  

 

Our “Farewelcome” for Fr. John and Fr. Englebert will be Sun., June 14, with Mass and a parish brunch. 
 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

In the One, we are one...in CommUNITY,  

Now is the time  
we re-claim and proclaim  
with unrestrained abandon  
through sacred Word  
and Sacrament-like actions  
whose we are and who we are 
  
Now is the time  
we remain deeply invested  
in gospel vision  
Now is the time  
we remain profoundly committed  
to our Christ’s Mission  
of unity and reconciliation 
 
Now is the time  
we remain open  
to the grace of holy audacity  
which will push us again and again,  
in a bold spirit of powerlessness  
to remain steadfast  
as we live into  
God's Great Dream for us  
 

Now is the time  
for ferocious fearlessness  
with no doubts  
about our Truth:  
we are called,  
Consecrated, 
and sent forth 
as a priests,  
prophets,  
and leaders.  
 
It says so  
on our Eternal Gift Certificate  
of Baptism.  
 
It keeps saying so  
through the indiscriminate grace  
of Christ Risen and present  
n the ministry entrusted  
to each of us ~  
and all of us together 

It's the Now  
of God's extravagant  
pouring on of Truth, 
the Indwelling  
of those sacred,  
torrential Waters  
and the elaborate anointing  
of the Spirit's sealing  
confirmation,  
and, mostly, mostly,  
through the sweaty,  
ordaining chrism  
dripping from our brows. 
 
Now ~ now, more than ever ~  
is our time to embrace  
God's Great Dream for us  
and to Live Radical Hope.  
 
This is our Rite  
and God said ~  
God said,  
it is good.  
It is Very Good. 

~ Janis McQuade, SSJ 

Our Rite and Reason to Hope 



  

03 +Michael A. Garwood, Sr. 

10 All Mothers, living & deceased; +Helen Purcell 
MacKenzie  &  McKinley Orta 

+Richard Bernabe 

17 +Damian Whitsonant       +Georgette & William Dyer 

24 +Grace Jenkins 

01 Emilio Lopez 

      Phillip Parrish 

02 Cecelia Martinez 

04 Samantha Ange 

      Memo Lara 

      Christian Ouellette 

08 Matt Norman 

09 Francis Ritz 

15 Ron Berryman 

      Luis Lopez 

19 Miguel Nava 

20 Lizette Hernandez 

21 Luz Hernandez 

23 Aymes Davis 

     Morgan Orta 

     Jonny Ramirez 

25 Ana Karen Carmona 

27 Lila Keller 

28 Diego Carreon 

30 Alex Lara 

      Brian Lopez 

31 Hilda Lopez 

04 Rebekah & Ryan Treannie      

28  Theresa & Phil Martin 

M   A    Y 

03  5th Sun Easter
Faith Formation parents & children, after Mass 
SSJ ZOOM, 7-8:30p 

05 Communion Service, 12:15p 

06 Nurses’ Day 
OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

07 Habitat for Humanity Awards Luncheon 

10 6th Sun Easter 
Happy Mother’s Day 

11 Ladies Guild, 5p 

12 Communion Service, 12:15p 

13 OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

16 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel,  8:30a 

17 Feast: Ascension 

18 Give Blood ~ Elkin Rescue Sq, 1:30-6:00p 

19 Communion Service, 12:15p 
Ministerial  Association, 12N 

20 OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

21 Wise Ones , 1p  Shiki’s Host: Barbara DeJohn 

24  

26 Communion Service, 12:15p 
OCIA, 2  , 6:30P 

27  OCIA, 7p;  Choir, 7p 

31 Feast: Holy Trinity Sunday 

Sister Geraldine Kent, S.S.J. 
 

Given by God    August 10 1930 
    Given to God      May 5, 2026 

in her 71st year as a SSJ 

 

If  you’re graduating from High School,  
college  or graduate school, 

please call S. Janis 

IMPORTANT INVITATION to ALL ADULT 

& CONFIRMED YOUTH 

St. Stephen needs your help in the service 

of Liturgical Ministries: 

Acolytes 

Greeter/Ushers 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Proclaimers/Readers 

Altar Linens 
 

There is a Formation and Information 

for each of these ministries. 

Please consider helping 

your parish community. 
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